There really is a difference: home care competencies.
More nurses are turning to home care agencies as sources of employment because of mergers, alliances, and increased emphasis on outpatient services. The unique differences in the home care nursing role necessitate adequate orientation and ongoing competency validation. A review of relevant nursing literature was conducted. The author also relied on her experiences as a home care educator. Nurses who enter the specialty of home care nursing can expect to learn specific competencies that are unique to home care. Specific competencies unique to home care are proposed. There is scant published research regarding home care competencies to date.